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Like Socrates, he believed   that   the basis of   faulty
conduct is  an intellectual  error :   we  do  wrong, not
through the weakness  of the flesh,  but through the
weakness of the brain.    There is always a false judge-
ment  before an occurrence of bad behaviour.    Once
accept this simple view of man and the way to reform
is   plain.    Open  his  mind's  eye,   tell him  the  truth,
educate, educate, educate—and then, of sheer necessity,
he must awake to the appalling misery of his conditions,
overthrow   the   institutions   that   have   fashioned   his
mind to  servility,  destroy the despotism of sceptres
and superstitions, and stand forth in his natural glory,
a free, whole, perfect man.    What is essential to poli-
tical justice is the existence of free, self-determining
persons :   and all people could be free (and pass from
freedom to  perfection) had they not been warped in
youth by the  environment  of  a  corrupt  civilization.
Then,  when  man's eyes  have  been  opened,  all need
for  government   and  for  governmental   coercion  will
vanish.    Communism will be of no avail if it has to
be enforced, because the need for enforcing it shows
that men are not yet fit for it :   the truly ideal society
will be one of voluntary communism, where each man
gives freely to his neighbour according to that neigh-
bour's needs.
The chief feature then of Godwinism is an irre-
pressible optimism founded on a highly rationalized
psychology. Had Godwin looked more closely into
the infinite complexity that is man, he would not have
passed to so easy a faith in man's immediate perfecti-
bility.
Just as Godwin's wife, Mary Wollstonecraft, pointed
out in her Vindication of the Rights of Women that
the Gospel according to Paine was incomplete demo-
cracy, in as far as it left out rather more than half

